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The Elementary school with kindergarten
of Maximilián Hell in Štiavnické Bane
is situated in the heart of Štiavnické
vrchy, directly under the legendary Sitno
Mountain (1009 m above sea level). The
school is named after the world famous
astronomer and naturalist Maximilián Hell,
who was born in the village Štiavnické
vrchy. Our School is profiled primarily on
a falconry, hunting, and forestry direction.

WE UPHOLD TRADITIONS

Our school is the first elementary school
in the world that teaches the subjects
of falconry and horse breeding. We are
trying to build a responsibility in children,
to bring nature to them, give them
a sense of uniqueness. We want them to
acquire as much experience as possible,
for example, to be able to carry out first
aid to injured raptors, heal them and

then to release them back into the wild.
In addition, they learn to recognize birds
of prey in nature, promote falconry in
public and spread the falconer, hunting,
and forestry traditions from generation to
generation.
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School graduates - hawkers often engage
in hawking during further study, such as
the High Vocational School of Forestry in
Banská Štiavnica, Technical University in
Zvolen and the University of Veterinary
Medicine in Košice. Falconers are working
in airports, breeding stations, farms or
on falconry yards. Many of them have
been positioned in Canada, Denmark, Italy,
Germany, the USA and Switzerland, where
they are scaring away other birds to save
harvests. Of course, a necessary condition
is knowledge of speech, therefore, we
place great emphasis on the
teaching of foreign languages.
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LOVE FOR WHOLE LIFE

birds. It is certainly a convenient way in
leading them to spend their free time
meaningfully and gain skills that brings
their professional development - with
living creatures, and in the womb of nature.
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FOUR LEGGED FRIENDS
The subject of Falconry is enhanced
through teaching horse breeding and
horse riding in our school. Pupils learn to
take care of the horses and ride them in
the schools‘ riding area where there are
currently two horses.

AVESTHERAPY
At school we have developed a new
type of therapy - therapy using raptors
- Avestherapy that helps people who
are suffering from mental health
problems, hospitalized pediatric patients
and disabled people to increase their
selfconfidence.

UNUSUAL GARDENS
Garden in the sky is a dominant of our
school. It is a beautiful vertical garden.
It is part of the projekt „Blue school“
(supported by EEA Grants) as an
adaptation flood protection measure.

For the irrigation of gardens we use rain
water from roofs of school buildings as
another action against climate change.
The atmosphere of the botanical garden
completes herbaceous, japanese, and
French garden.
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Young falconers follow the idea:
“Falconry is love, and when raptors will
fly in the blue sky, falconry will live on,
because love is eternal“. Falconry has
a rich history in Slovakia. It is a big
responsibility to teach this subject and it
requires a lot of time and a convenient
way of communication. We are pleased
that this subject fulfills kids and brings
them happiness. We can see their joy
when they work and take care of the

